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The Voice of the Listener and Viewer (VLV) welcomes the recommendations of the 
DCMS Select Committee report on the  BBC Royal Charter Review. 
  
The Committee’s inquiry, which took place over the summer, gathered evidence from 
across the media sector and beyond. Over eight evidence sessions, MPs heard from 
writers, producers, broadcasters, audience representatives, trade unions, academics, 
analysts, independent production companies, commercial broadcasters and the BBC 
itself. VLV welcomed the opportunity to give evidence to the Committee. 
  
VLV particularly acknowledges the Committee’s recognition that, without a 
fundamental and ambitious strategy from Government recognising the BBC’s 
importance as a national institution, the Corporation risks a managed decline. The BBC 
is not simply another media organisation: it is a key contributor to the UK’s economy, 
creative industries, democracy, security and international reputation. 
  
The Committee’s recommendations also reflect three of VLV’s key priorities for the 
Charter Review. VLV has argued that the next BBC Charter should not include an 
arbitrary end date; that the licence fee should be reformed to provide a fair, universal 
and sustainable model of public funding; and that the BBC’s governance arrangements 
should be strengthened to protect its independence from the Government of the day. 
  
VLV particularly welcomes the Committee’s recognition of the need for stronger 
safeguards around the BBC’s independence and funding. However, we remain 
concerned that improved governance must go hand in hand with greater accountability 
to the public. Licence fee payers are not simply consumers of BBC services: they are 
the public who fund and ultimately own the BBC. They should therefore have a 
meaningful opportunity to participate in decisions about its future. 
  
This is particularly important given the changes to BBC governance and regulation since 
2016. VLV has previously highlighted the loss of opportunities for licence fee payers to 
engage directly with assessments of BBC performance. 
  
Colin Browne, Chairman of VLV said: 
  
“VLV would also emphasise that the BBC should not be judged simply by its ability to 



 
 
 
 
 
chase ratings or compete head-to-head with global streaming platforms and 
commercial broadcasters. Its purpose is different and its value lies in providing 
distinctive, high-quality public service content which is universally available and serves 
audiences across the UK”. 
  
“The future of the BBC could be undermined by the death of a thousand cuts. 
Continued reductions in real-terms funding, repeated settlements below the level 
needed to maintain services, and the diversion or ‘top-slicing’ of licence fee income all 
weaken the BBC’s distinctiveness and its ability to deliver its public service mission. 
VLV has previously documented the significant decline in the BBC’s real-terms public 
funding since 2010”. 
  
The Charter Review provides an opportunity to establish a more sustainable settlement 
for the BBC which protects its independence, secures stable and universal public 
funding; and strengthens accountability to audiences as well as recognising the BBC’s 
unique role in UK public life. 
  
The VLV will be covering the latest developments relating to the Charter Review in 
its Conference due to be held on Tuesday 15 December at the Geological Society in 
central London. To register your place, please click HERE. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
For further information about the VLV please contact Colin Browne 
07733 103800 or 01285 740433 or colin@colinbrowne.com 
  
Notes to editors 
  
1. The Voice of the Listener & Viewer (VLV) is an independent, non-profit-making 
membership association, free from political, commercial and sectarian affiliations, 
working for quality and diversity in British broadcasting content. VLV represents the 
interests of listeners and viewers as citizens and consumers across the full range of 
broadcasting issues. VLV is concerned with the structures, regulation, funding and 
institutions that underpin the British broadcasting system. 
  
2. VLV was founded in 1983 by broadcaster Jocelyn Hay in response to proposals to turn 
Radio 4 into an all-news and current affairs channel. Having launched and won that 
campaign Hay, continued to campaign as issues arose which needed an organisation 
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able to speak on behalf of audiences. VLV became a registered charity in 2013. 
  
3. For over 40 years VLV has played a unique role in keeping a citizen’s eye on major 
legislative proposals and action taken by regulators and broadcasters, enabling the 
voice of consumers to be heard, independently from the interests of political parties, 
industry players and other pressure groups. 
  
4. VLV is run by a board of Trustees, chaired by Colin Browne. 
  
  
If you no longer wish to receive information from VLV then please reply to this email with 
Unsubscribe in the subject box. 


